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This piece of poetry is the 6th stanza of 19th Vaar of Bhai Gurdas ji. In
modern times, this Pauriis sung by Raagis, Gurbani singers, specially on eve

of Diwali and is wrongly considered as a piece of advice by Bhai Gurdas ji to
lit earthen lamps on Diwali night. But the fact is on the contrary.
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- - On the eve of Diwali night, people lit the earthen lamps but that
beautiful sight of lighting is very short lived.
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- - Likewise the beautiful vision of so many stars in the sky at night is

also short lived. With the advent of the day, these stars disappear and can't
be seen or located anywhere. So that beauty is also transitory.
In Gurbani, Bhagat Ravidas ji, on page 694, makes it clear that the earthern
pot must of God's Name and the cord therein also must be of Thy Name.
The oil too should be of God's Name. Then, when the flame of Thy Name is
lit, it enlightens the whole creation with the Divine Wisdom.
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- - Beauty of flowers in the gardens is also very short lived. One by




one all flowers fade away very soon. Bhagat Ravidas ji clearly states that,
the garland we offer to our God should be of Naam Simran, and not of the
ordinary, transient flowers, which fade away in no time.
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- - Similarly hustle and bustle at places of pilgrimage also does not
last long. Soon after the occasion, people leave that place and there is lull.
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- - Hari-Chandauri is considered as a Divine City, presented to King
Harish Chandra. But he loved his subjects so much that he prayed to take
all of them to that Divine City, which was granted. Now some people long
for that Divine City for there is no pain or suffering over there. Some people
feel it in the sky out of delusion, during rainy season or shiny winter day.
Gurbani tells that all worldly pleasures are also temporary and hence
illusionary like mirage. Like this, all pleasures and enjoyments are transitory
and don't grant blissfulness. The actual happiness can be achieved through
Naam Simran only. Appropriate quotations are given in Gurmukahi.
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But the State of Blissfullness acquired by a Gurmukh (I7aHf4) through the

meditation on the Shabad allotted by the True Guru, which we call, the
Gurmantra (Wahguru), is permanent.
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So instead of going after the above means of illusionary happiness,
including the lighting of lamps on Diwali night, beautiful scenery of stars,

hustle and bustle at places of pilgrimage etc., one must do Simran and
acquire the State of true Blissfulness and become one with Akal Purakh.




In Gurbani, Sri Guru Arjan Sahib, forbade to go after such mirage type
happiness, which gives transient enjoyment only. To go after such type of
illusionary happiness is only a folly. Guru Granth Sahib, pages 402, 460, 461
- the text is given above in Gurmukhi. On the whole, Gurbani preaches us
against going after illusionary pleasures and happiness.
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This is generally believed that Guru Hargobind Sahib, after getting the 52
imprisoned kings liberated, reached Amritsar. It happened the day of the
Diwali that day. The Sikhs celebrated his arrival and the day as the
Liberation Day.

Sri Guru Nanak Sahib got liberated hundreds of people from the prisons of
Babur, the then Mughal emperor. That, being the bigger event, should also
be celebrated as the festival of lights.

According to one source of history, the Bhatt Vahis, Sri Guru Hargobind
came out from the fort of Gwalior on 14th dark night of Kattak month. The
Diwali fell on the last dark night of month of Assu. Here Guru Hargobind
Sahib came out from Gwalior fort on the day, one day less than a month
after Diwali. Thereafter he reached Amrisar on Maghi Festival, i.e., 28th
January 1620. The Diwali was no where around.

Some 'scholars’ are of the view that the Guru was a prisoner in the fort of
Gwalior. If this was true, then how a prisoner can force the Emperor to
release 52 imprisoned kings who had earlier been defeated in the battles.
How a prisoner can be allowed to hold Diwans, Langar, royal lifestyle and
getting sewed a cloak of 52 robes, which the Guru gave to all the 52 kings
to hold one each and come out, as suggested was a condition of the
Emperor, for their release. All these facts prove that the Guru was not at all
a prisoner there, in the fort of Gwalior.

Among Hindus, this day is called Narak Chaudas/Roop Chaudas also
because Sri Krishan ji libertated 16100 girls fro the clutches of Narkasur
after killing him. Sri Krishan ji also liberated 86 kings from the dark prison of
Jarasandh, the then king of erstwhile Magadh.

In no way, elebrating Diwali festival has any connection with any of the ten
Guru Sahiban. There is much controversy among Hindus either, which will
be discussed separately. Actually, the Diwali can be accepted as a season
festival.



